THI 79 9

Greetings to all of you

HEFAHTIT T HIATH FIRH STTAH

A heartfelt welcome to you all for
Sanskrit learning.

ST qEhaH

Victory be to Sanskrit Scholarship

INTRODUCTION
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ATFTRTL ALE ATSTHRTL Tl |
qTorTe AT T TOarsted Y=g

vakyakaram vararucim bhasyakaram patarijalim

paninim sutrakaram ca pranato’smi munitrayam
I remain saluting to the three sages; Panini who created the siitras, Vararuci

Katyayana who wrote the varttika, and Patariajali who wrote the mahabhasyam.
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sarasvati namastubhyam varde kamariipini,

7
-

vidyarambhar karisyami siddhirbhavatu me sada.

Salutation to you O Goddess Sarasvati, who 1s the giver of boons and who has a
beautiful form. Let there always be success for me as I begin my studies.
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About myself: I did my PhD in Statistics from the University of Waterloo,
Canada and worked at Bell Labs. I have been a student of Vedanta for many
years and have been teaching Hindu Religion and Culture to children and

Sanskrit to adults.

Joint effort: At times you might find the subject matter confusing and
challenging, but I request you to continue. I will go slowly and repeat myself
often, especially in the beginning, so the fundamentals are clear. Asking

questions and doing homework will definitely help.



General Information

Weekly Classes on Wednesday 8 pm — 9 pm (PST). Same zoom link for all

the classes. The classes will be recorded.
AV C Sanskrit web page — All the information/material regarding the classes

= Links to (1) Sanskrit dictionary, (2) declension and conjugation tables,
and sandhi and (3) writing devanagri.
= Links to zoom recordings, pdfs of the ppt slides, and homework.

My You tube Channel — Zoom and few other videos will be loaded there.

WhatsApp Group — Announcements, cancellations, etc.

I will follow my two books HEFAHGRTLT SATHLIH and TERAHGHTL FHT:

(grammar and stories).



Course Outline

1. Brief Introduction to Sanskrit

. Alphabet

Building blocks

Sandhi rules - Vowel Sandhi, Visarga Sandhi, and Consonant Sandhi
Verbs

. Nouns, Pronouns, and Adjectives

N o g A W

. Krt suffixes

Classes will include reading simple stories from the Sanskrit-Sahakari story
book and grammatical analysis of few verses from Bhagavad Gita. This will

help 1n proper pronunciation, vocabulary, and understanding of grammar rules.



Questions

Please do not hesitate to ask questions if the subject matter is not clear

* You can post questions in the comment section of the zoom videos.

* You can also write to me privately or post to the WhatsApp group.

* [ will allot ten minutes at the end of the class for Q& A. Please post your
question 1n the chat. I will answer them 1n sequence. If you have
problems framing the question, write the slide number and I will go

through the slide again.



Homework

It is very important that you do the homework.

Homework pdf links will be posted on the webpage and also in the zoom

video comment section. The answers will also be included.

I have couple of requests to make:

1. Please do not miss the class unless necessary due to personal or
professional reasons. If you miss the class, please watch the recordings
and do the homework if 1t 1s there.

2. Please let me know of any errors (typo or otherwise) you spot in any of

the documents or the two books.



HTETY {&AT AT fa=ar stators <t |

bhasasu mukhya madhura dioya gioarnabharati
Amongst languages, the most important, the sweetest, the most divine 1s the

language of the Gods

* The Sanskrit language has immense significance in our tradition. Starting
from the Vedas, 1t has been the primary vehicle for the expression of 1deas,

knowledge etc. through the ages.

* Learning Sanskrit grammar 1s necessary for us to be able to read, understand

and appreciate the original works of our tradition, be it the epic TTHTIH

(Ramayanam) of the sage aTeHteh: (Valmikih) or the works of 3Tfa

rg=Td: (Adi Sankaracaryah).



* The grammar of the Sanskrit language was originally composed by three

sages — @ﬁ?l TH (munitrayam). The first and foremost of these three 1s
qriorte: (Paninil; Sth century BCE). His Magnum Opus 3TSTEITHT
(Astadhyayi — the book of eight chapters) is the primary source book of
Sanskrit grammar. The 3TSTEATAT is in the form of terse rules or aphorisms
(called siitrani — GATIOT). It contains close to 4000 such short rules, in a form

that can be easily memorized by an eager student of Sanskrit.

* The other two important grammarians are HTATIq: (Katyayanah the author

()

of the A=A (varttikani) — rules supplementary to the TETETAT) and

qagfieT: (Patafiajalih — author of the HETATSAH (mahabhasyam) — the great
commentary on the 3TSTEITAT).



* The word ¥FdH (Sariiskrtam) is derived from the root F (kr), to do, with

the prefix 9H (sam), well. The word thus means “that which is well done.”

»  Y¥HdH is also called AT (devabhdsd) meaning “language of the
Gods.”

= Etymologically the word means ““a language which is effulgent.”

* The uniqueness of the language 1s that 1t uses 2200 verbal roots &Td-s

(dhatus), to generate an entire vocabulary of millions of words.

* These roots are defined by Panini and compiled in a book called &TqUTS:

(dhatupathah).



* The verbal root is the starting point of each derived word. It reveals the nature

of the object that the word stands for. For example,

» The words H (Sariram) and 38: (dehal) both mean “body.” ST is

derived from the root <[ (s7), to decay, to waste away. The etymological

meaning of 9731 TH 1s thus “that which will waste away.”

» The word 38: comes from the root {<g (dik), to anoint. The etymological

meaning of @8 is thus “that which one anoints.”

The word TTH: (ramah) is derived from the root TH (ram), meaning to please.

The etymological meaning of TH: is “THJ Tfd TH:” meaning “he who gives
happiness.”

No dictionary can hope to include all the words that are formed from these

roots by the addition of prefixes and suffixes according to well - defined rules.



* Compound formation 1s another way of custom-designing words from smaller

structural units. The word WSITA9 (¢ajanana) 1s a compound of the words TS
(¢aja — elephant) and ST (@nana — face). This compound means “one who

has the face of an elephant,” a name for Lord Ganesa.

* Anyone who knows the grammar of Sariiskrtam can construct new words by

these methods.

e thd¥ 1s phonetically precise, that 1s, every sound 1s represented by a unique

symbol. Unlike English (e.g., but, put). Any script which can convey an exact

correspondence between sound and symbol can be used to write Sariiskrtam.

The commonly used script for Saritskrtam is called STARRY (devanagari).



* Representation of every sound by a unique symbol results 1n a large number of
letters for Samiskrtam. For example,
= Vowel symbols represent simple vowel sounds 1n the beginning of a word,
but a different symbol represents a vowel following a consonant.
oia (i) =% d ¥ the last ¥ is written as fb, qd+3= fa
TH: (ramah) = T 3T H{ 3T ©: AT 1s written as OT, T+ 3T =T

- The 13 vowel symbols have different abbreviated forms. For example,

FHA=FHF+ M=, F+I=-FR T+ =R T+3=F.FT+ F-%
= Similarly, the conjunction of two consonants 1s not represented by

combining the two individual symbols, but rather by a unique symbol, the

conjunct consonant.

I (svarah) = G T T A ©: the conjunct consonant 1s written as €



When two sounds come together in H§EHdH, they combine with one another
according to a well-defined set of rules called euphonic combination or

sandhi rules.

= The term gdT refers to the extreme closeness between letters during
pronunciation. When the letters are pronounced close together,

sometimes a change 1n letters 1s seen. In simple terms
closeness + change = sandha.

= When we speak quickly, we make many kinds of small and subconscious

changes to the way we speak.

- For example, when we speak the sentence HidT 373 H S=3Id (sitd asvam
icchati) | Sita wants a horse. quickly, it 1s difficult to pause after the

ending 3 in 4T and start again with the beginning 3T of % |



. By combining these two sounds, 3T of 1dT and 3 of 3T*JH 1nto a single sound

3 and pronounce HIATHH instead of HIAT 3*TH, our speech remains fast and

smooth. HIAT 37*7H &==id | Closeness but no change, no sandhi.  + % = ¥ |

S + Trg: = TG Tra: =39 U vg: = 3dvg: | § + U =4, Chief of Gods

- There are three kinds of sandhis,

1. Vowel Sandhi - €T 1T Togid = HI(SM TH Sod =

HI &1 *F M ==id = "HiaraiHosid |

1. Visarga Sandhi - 3S[9: I9TH = AS[A 39T |

o

2. Consonant Sandhi - aT% + <41 = AW + 34T = IF<4T | Goddess of speech.

. A text which appears complicated at first (HTarata=a1d), is actually

composed of simple words once the sandhi's are broken. (F1dT 37°3 H s=3d 1)



HISA-FATIO (Mahesvara-sitrani)

* Coming back to Panini’s Astadhyayi, one of the main features that has

aided Panini in keeping the rules short has been the HTg*L-FATIOT |

 These are fourteen aphorisms which do not belong to the Astadhyayi per

se, but yet, play an important part in it.

e The HTg*3 -g=1 [T are said to have been revealed by Hg*a<: (Lord Siva)

Himself. They are believed to have originated from Lord Siva’s Tandava

dance. (HgT + 54 = Hg*A<:)

* Panini has based his entire grammatical work on these fourteen siitras. To

avoid the detailed recital of the letters, he used what 1s called the IITgTL:

(pratyaharah). It is very much like saying ‘A-Z available here.’



. ATIN

T T |
T T |

T 3 |
R IC Rl

o T |
THSUTH |
H A

2 o =y g g B9

TEE Y |
10.TTTE T g

1. EFZ5TTZTT |

12.F 77 |
13. 7T

14. 2

10/26/2022 Kumud Singhal 18



(DATITIQRQFEZTHIG)TATT | (4) T3 |

For example, when Panini wished to list only the vowels, he just said 319 (ac)

and no more. Look at the siitras. Which siitra has the 31 (a)? The first. Which
stitra ends 1n 9 (c)? The fourth.

* Ignore every alphabet with a §d«d: (halantah — a slanted line underneath the
alphabet). They are called the T (i17) letters and are only indicatory letters,

which disappear the minute the purpose of indication has been fulfilled.

 List all the letters that are 1n the four siifras and you have a list of all the

vowels (A=A ZS R A TN TN -AMITIS S R & g T U 33 )



G ETATZN@OANI(NTARSTAI@)AATNI(NTTT LI (10)T T
TEIAADNTFESTIT AN FITNI ) ATT LN (14) A

* The TATGIL: B (hal) includes all the consonants. The sound 3 (ha) occurs
twice in the FTIUT, once in the fifth T and again in the last T,

However, the §<-TATgIL: 1s always counted from the first §, making the

name g<{ stand for all consonants.

(the vowel 3T is added to the consonants to aid in pronunciation % + 3T = )

A= YA TSN AT TN INS TR STIATTRTATYH

o~ a9 letters are pronounced from the throat to lips of the vocal
3 cord of the vocal anatomy — the places of sound articulation.

Gutturals  Palatals Cerebrals Dentals [abials

j" FETHT AGAAST 2220 TT397 [MRESE 77T

AT 7




» Panini has worked on forty-one such TITETL-s in his ETEATAT |

(DATIMIQEZTHFIQ)TATI@TAMFLI(S)TTTIZN(6) A I |

Two examples will show how TT{OI{A: has used these TATETZ-s in his -5 in

a highly sophisticated, compact, and elegant way.

Example 1

In the STLATAT G=H, 6.1.77 ! A= = Teh: AU[ A=, the TATSL: I% has

four letters g, S, &, and @ from the siitras one and two. The TATGTL: AV has

four letters A, 9, T, and & from the siitras five and six.

The siitra says “/An S5 which 1s followed by a vowel (371 is converted to a

corresponding I |”

Il + o0 =73 T of U = 75 F + o119 = T=riv (yadyapi — although).



g+ g =33 =94 lr;: = {AI=s: (Chief of sages or a great sage).

NEEELIINESET

Example 2

+ 6-1-101 S: FAT - | The TATETT: & has five letiers &, 8, 3, %, and.

lfrom the stitras one and two.

* The siifra says “When simple vowels /31, %/%, 3/%, F/, and J are

» A+ AM=3, /T +3/C=73,3/F +3/T =3, F/FH+F/F="F
. %ﬁmawzﬁ—c[wa%ﬂ{:lﬁql%n{:%ﬁm%m-

10/26/2022 Kumud Singhal 22



Gave a very brief introduction to Panini.

* “The descriptive grammar of Sanskrit, which Panini brought to its perfection,
1s one of the greatest monuments of human intelligence and an indispensable

model for the description of languages” - Leonard Bloomfield, [ American

Linguist]

* “Modern linguistics acknowledges 1t as the most complete generative grammar
of any language yet written and continues to adopt technical ideas from 1t” -

Paul Kiparsky [Professor of Linguistics at Stanford University]

* Recent research shows that Sanskrit 1s the most suitable language to develop

computer programming for Artificial Intelligence.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonard_Bloomfield

QTR ST (MY I5(a<: (40t chapter)

Fo qUTHE: JUITHE QUIUHE=Td | U QUIHTETT QUHATA ST |
NP, | 3o QTTTed: STTTva: STTiv: |

T 7= U S T T, S| O T AT T U A |

QU f<: That (Brahman) is fullness.

_ This (apparent creation) 1s fullness
_ From that (Brahman) fullness, this fullness (apparent

creation) comes about

"qUTET UTR ST | Of (that) fullness, (this) fullness having removed

qUIH UF ASTASAA Only (that) fullness remains.

Om peace, peace, peace - remove suffering from 3feaia (divine origin),

AT AT (material world), and 3T&dTIcH (ourselves).
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32 Students Registered

I would request you to please introduce yourself. When I call your name from the
list, please unmute yourself, introduce yourself briefly then mute yourself again.

(1) Geeta Sood (2) Ranjana Goel (3) Balakrishna Joshi (4) Subha Karra
(5) Suwarna Banjara (6) Poonam Yadav (7) Darshana Bhuta Shukla

(8) Alka Gautam (9) Chaula Joshi (10) Amit Garg (11) Shashi Aluru (12)
Neeta Muni (13) Prakas Nair (14) Natalya M (15) Anjali Deshmukh (16)
Mythili Penumarthy (17) Sanjeeva Sabharwal (18) L Lopez (19) Jyoti
Shekar (20) Jaya Chowdhury (21) Ketan Banjara (22) Panna Bhuva (23)
Arvind Tailor (24) Lychee Chui (25) Anjali Udhwani (26) Betty
Diamond (27) Thyagu Srinivasan (28) Minoo Pur1 (29) Rajkumar Jalan
(30) Raj Velpur1 (31) Alok Lal (32) Gowranga KH



THANK YOU & GOOD NIGHT

{[ﬁ'('lﬁ:

Next class will be on alphabet
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