THT TH: G+

Greetings to all of you

HERAHTIT TALTI HIATH FIRH SATTAH

A heartfelt welcome to you all for
Sanskrit learning.

Sanskrit Alphabet
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What is Language?

Letters when put together to intelligently express thoughts and feelings, 1s
called a word.

A group of words form a sentence.

Sentences put together so that another may understand what one wishes to

express, then becomes language.

3T&R||a|. qaT CIED D ATYT

aksarani  mmp|  padani e ovakyani e bhasa
(group of letters) (words) (sentences) (language)
Letter — A&TTH Word —9eq  Sentence — dTHIH

aksaram padam vakyam

Alphabet — FUHTAT varnamala



* Sanskrit 1s a sound-based language. Unlike English, where for example, the
symbol “c” 1s pronounced 1n a number of different ways in words like cat, city,
charming, or czar. In Sanskrit, there 1s a perfect one-to-one correspondence

between what 1s written (letter) and what 1s pronounced (sound).

* Any script can be used for Sanskrit as long as this one-to-one correspondence

between the letter and the sound 1s maintained. The most commonly used

script for Sanskrit is called IR (devanagari).

* For those unfamiliar with the devanagri script, the international transliteration

1s a guide to the proper pronunciation of the Sanskrit letters. For example,

= NN . . _ _ .
B:IBJTQQ\&du?lzvlacgqqaﬂ@ﬂarewnttenasaazzuurrleazoau.

Transliteration table 1s given in my two books.



I letters are pronounced from the throat to lips of the vocal cord of the

vocal anatomy — the places of sound articulation.

Place of Origin| Named After Place
of Articulation
hu&: Throat hUST: Guttural
dT<l Palate dreTed: Palatal
4T Roof qa+a: Cerebral
<rd: Tooth arcd: Dental
A Lip A5 Labial




Vowel is called ST

&9 L91d 3id ¥a¥: — That which shines (can be pronounced) on its own

(without the help of any other letter) is ¥ (svarah).

* There are thirteen vowels.

* They are divided into simple vowels and diphthongs (combination of two
simple vowel sounds).

* Every simple vowel, except one has a short and a long form.

Simple Vowels Diphthongs
Short Vowels g*4: Long Vowels are: U e, ﬁ\' ai, AT 0, 3 au
Ha<ci,3u Rr 3l 31Té,_§i,3ﬁ,3|€f are also long.

AAMTLI o e & U U AT



Point of Articulation of the Vowels

AMITESITZR/E S T U AT a0

1. SUST: Gutturals 3T (a), 3 (2)

2. qTAAT: Palatals T (i), 3 (1)

3. 4AT: Cerebrals & (1), 3 (F)
4. T=AT: Dentals @ (1)

5. S34T: Labials T (u), & (1)

FUSAT] Guttural + Palatal @ (e), U (ai)

FUSTSY Guttural + Labial 3 (0), 3t (au)




S

a°d: asval horse

AST: ajah goat

AT

ATETT: akasal sky
ATAT atmnia Self

El

TH: isuf1 arrow

TaH idam this

X

S2HT: Thamrgah wolf

=537 [Svarah Lord

33 uragah
snake
SHT 1na Parvati

ZOTT firnd wool
S il wave

d

T rsil sage
EITH rnant debt

i |

0=FH ekain one

U9 eva only, just

U airavatal
(Indra’s elephant)

arg: osthah lip

qrater: ausadhil herb

dﬂ"""ﬂ"{ ausiyan heat
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Consonant is called sTJH

\

U7 T0T 54 3id SAFAH —That which manifests with the help of

succeeding ¥ 1s SAFH (vyarijanam). There are thirty-three consonants.

PETAXAGA AR eNALLHALPLHALLTLANTER

D I S N S S N T T NN

kkhgghncchjjhstthddhntthddhnpphbbhmyrlosssh

The slanted line underneath the letter is called g~d: (halantah). To facilitate
the pronunciation of the consonants, the vowel 3T (a) 1s added after each

consonant. For example, ¢ + =% k+a=ka; §+3=9 kh+a=Xkha

F G TI T AG A AA ST TN AT TTATFITAIIATATAG
ka kha ga ¢ha na ca cha ja jha sa ta tha da dha na ta tha da dha na pa pha ba bha

ma ya ra la va Sa sa sa ha



The consonants are classified according to either the (1) type of effort used in
pronouncing them or (2) the point from where the sound originates.

- =T STETET: N _
. . ) cHlggal:
Lifort formed by complete contact of the Slightly | E
qTIdT: organs of speech contact | Slightly open
\ Hard Soft Hard | Soft
\ non- . non- . . .
\ S—— aspirate e aspirate | non-aspirate aspirate
Place — | TR | | HETIT: FETITOI: HETITOIT:
T 1*' of 2ud of 31 of 4™ of 5t Semi L
B - B 3 _ Sibilants
class class class class | nasal | vowels
- ;| TS T q T gl £2 7
Gutturals ka kha ga cha na ha
%l-_a-ﬁ, SIEEZLE = e ST =H T T T
Palatals ca cha ja jha fla | vya Sa
T T A ) =] 2 T v T
Cerebrals ta tha da dha na ra sa
a-_aﬁ: 2 T a- QT :ﬂ- a- H- (_'r -‘q-
Dentals ta tha da dha na la sa
q'_ajf: ATCT: T T q q H T
Labials pa pha ba bha ma | va




Place _ Soft

Non- Aspirate Non- - Aspirate Na

: : Semi o
aspirate aspirate sal | | wels | Stbilants

FUSIT: T ) T T T z
Gutturals ka kha oa gha na ha
aler=ed|: = % 3 El o q l
Palatals ca cha ja jha na ya Sa

'li[‘&f?u’rl': < ) g 3 a7 T 5]
Cerebrals ta tha da dha na ra sa

e[ q q E 2] T NI q

Dentals ta tha da dha na la sa

STCST: T g7 T T T C

Labials pa pha ba bha ma va
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Conventionally letters in Sanskrit are referred by adding RT¥ at the end of the

vowel or a consonant. 3 — &I, 3T — MMERTL, T — THIL, S — (L, 3 — I,

% — TR, G — TRl etc. T is referred to as T and not THT |

Letters when put together to intelligently express thoughts and feelings, 1s

called a word. For example,

TEITTh: (male teacher)=3 + & +F T &A1 + T + 3 +h + 3T + O = AR + Ghl
+ TRTT + ATHTL + THTL + AFHTL + FFTL + Fh1L + FFHT: |

« ©: T9¥: — Takes the sound of the g1 plus the vowel before the R
* ¥ + &= A1 Vowel following a consonant 31T is replaced by a symbol OT

* g+ ¥ — Conjunct consonant. No vowel between the consonants. & + 3 = =1 |

* Y (jar) — ATEATL: a nasal sound represented by a dot above the letter.



Vowel following a Consonant

* In Sanskrit, a consonant followed by a vowel is not represented by writing
the symbols of the two separate letters. Instead, it 1s represented by a

combination of the consonant symbol and an abbreviated form of the vowel.

* Thus, each vowel 1s represented by two symbols — one that represents the
vowel when 1t 1s at the beginning of a word or stands alone, and one that 1s
added to a consonant when the vowel follows that consonant. For example,
ATRT: = 3T+ F + AT + L + 3 + O: = TR + FHh(L + ATRIL + AR + AT
+ ¥ T: | The middle 3T is written as ©T & + 3T = T |

Togid =%+ +F+ A+ T +F | The last T is written as TO | T+ F =T |

& =+3+T+I+0:=T+I =T T+I=F L +H=F|



A A== ka H4: manah
AT = *h ATHT atma
g By =FFki [zfFiti

3 () =FTkr |57t sita

3 % ku qeged: madhusudanah
& -3 (2) = T ki

F - (2)=F kr  |FTO: krsnah
x % (2) =T kF

Y %+ T (0) = ke 9T kesSavah
o U (2) =% kai Tqod sadaiva
3 AT (CT) =T ko  |HTeT: moksah
AT | T 3T (1) = &l kau |77 nauka




ELLUE (visargah) - a9 T: is the two dots after a word and takes the sound of
the consonant § (1Y) plus the ¥IL: before the a9 T: | For example,

. T[H: =T+ AT+ F + HA + <2, The TIX: before the TAERT: is 3 so the
pronunciation of the visarga will be the § + 3T = § sound 1n the end.

. g&:=g+a+§+§+-ﬁi>:. The ¥EY: before the f9T: is T so the

pronunciation of the visarga will be the 8+ 2 =18 sound in the end.

. & =T +IJ + T+ + ©:. The T before the TFHT: is T so the

pronunciation of the visarga will be the § + 8 = g sound 1n the end.

. AT =T+ AT+ +3T +T + 80 + o The T before the TAERT: is 3T

so the pronunciation of the visarga will be the g + 3l = 8T sound 1n the end.



AEATL: (anusvarah) - is the nasal sound represented by a dot above the

letter. Following 1s an ST {&aT{H teel: (consonant sandhi). When H (HRTY) is the
last letter of a word
= and 1s followed by another word beginning with a consonant, then the

HRTY converts into a dot and places itself above the previous letter.

SAH ATTrRT = A FTTerRT | [ am a girl.

= If the HRTX 1s at the end of the sentence 1t does not become a FATEATL: |

dTTh: AgH = dleteh: AgH | [ am a boy.

Words like STS<:, FT:, qT0ed:, 9T+, and ¥ are also written as ML,

=F=9eT:, GTeq:, od:, and F9: | The STEATL: is the nasal of the consonant

immediately following it.



Conjunct Consonants

* In words, two or more consonants can come together before a vowel sound.
In Sanskrit, as many as five consonants can come together in this way! This

combination of two or more consonants 1s called a conjunct consonant.

SATCHT = 31T +  + H/ + 30 Self; So0TH =31 + L+ I+ T + 37 + H heat

HEEIH =+ + M+ + L+ + 7 + 7 health.

* A certain amount of familiarity of conjunct consonants 1s a must but a

mastery of all possible conjunct consonants can wait.

* Most of the conjunct consonants can be divided into five groups.



Group 1 A fragment of the first consonant 1s retained, and the second

consonant 1s written 1n full.

T+ AT+ 5+ + 3 + H =59 (kingdom)

qQ+I3+J+q+ T+ F + 3+ H{ = &dH (book)

Group 2 The second consonant 1s placed below the first consonant.

T+ T+ T+ + =TT (knowledge)
T+ + 3 + 37 = IT{T (Ganges)

Group 3 Conjunct consonants with (%) are formed differently.

When () is the first member of the conjunct consonant, the symbol for (%)
1s placed above the second member.

A+T+H[+I +q+3: = 31@?: (third of the Pandava princes)

o + 3 + L+ { + 3T = gH: (right conduct)



When (%) is the second member of the conjunct consonant, it is represented by

a slanted line attached to the side of the first member.
f+ T+ A+ H A+ =%HA: (system)
QA+ L+ 3T+ + AT+ H + 37 = JUIMH: (prostration)

Group 4 Conjunct consonants with < as the first member have a special

symbol for 2T when the consonant that follows 1s &, 9, T, &, and T | If any

other consonants follow, < drops the vertical line, as in group 1 consonants.

q++A+AA+T+ T = f9g™: (separatio

A+ ++ 3T =3 (horse) 91- a 9198-
9T+ T+ 5 = 4T (wealth);

T+ A+ 9+ T+ 3+ + 3 = TIEH: (west)

T+ T+ 3+ 9+ T + 3T = I (question), T+ 31 + o[ + T + 3 = 99T (see)
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Group 5 Some special forms of commonly used conjunct consonants are

given below.

T+ Y =&, T+ A+ T+ Y+ 37 = T&T (protection); THE, Txe

S+ = T S[+I[+ A+ + 3+ Hq =34 (knowledge)
q+{ = A+T+T + T+ A+ F =77 (eye)

<Us: (dandah) - | end of the sentence or one section of a verse. Il end of the

verse or a paragraph. There are no other punctuation marks in Sanskrit.



-

, -
[ ©® ©

%f,;:_:___ ,r’-_‘.\
-

Correct Pronunciation

In Sanskrit each letter has a unique sound and is pronounced.
Hind1 speaking folks have a tendency not to pronounce the ending short 37 |
T, THTIT, 0T, 199 rama, ramayana, krsna, siva

Pronunciation of the visarga. For example,

IH: g + 3 =78 sound in the end; &¥: €+ % =18 sound in the end.
T&: T+ 3 =g sound 1n the end; AT § + 3T = T sound in the end.

Pronunciation of the sibilants STY H Sss

Q[-i [d: T - oo H\-H(%@Icﬁ Siva krsna sarasvati
Conjunct Consonant 3{ =S{ + 3 ; ATAH =S +3{ + AT+ + T+ H{ not
@Qna).EE+E[=&{;T&1T=§+3T+ %+ T+ 3T notrakcx@.



T I4T 18 THET TATH AT AT |

ARATTHIHET TRTHTT FoITHIZH |l IaT ¥-w |
a7 JaT {8 g0 Tl Aaid T |

TR ATHET Al ST S e
TATIA: /AT = 7T L Faid = 1A aid | There is decline.

A&l SATCHTTH = TN ATCHTTH = dg AT HITH = d<I<HITH | Then myself.

- = JSTHE ATH = FoITH q AgH = FITHIEH | I bring into being.
There are two JTEATLHTH: |

T = whenever; {8 = indeed; ¥HET = right living; A¥IATIH = increase;

FTHET = wrong living.
O Bharata! Whenever there 1s decline 1n right living (and) an increase in wrong

living, then I bring Myself into being (assume a physical body).



The pdf link to slides and homework (answers
provided to check your work) will be posted in
the zoom video description section on my
YouTube channel and on the AVC Sanskrit web

page.

2 Next class will be on building blocks of the
Sanskrit language.

n I“\

THANK YOU & GOOD NIGHT

Q\[*ITI'%I:
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