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The So Be It 

Lord Ganesha 
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Mom  -- We want to bake 

cookies today! 

ok 
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Hmm  -- This time you pray to 

Lord Ganesha before making 

them. 

 

  

Something went wrong! 

The cookies came out very 

hard last time we made them. 
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Who is Lord Ganesha? 

 Where is he? 

What does he look like? 

How will he make the  

cookies ok this time? 
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But I do not see him! 

Whenever we start something 

new, we always pray to Lord 

Ganesha first.  

 

He makes sure that nothing 

goes wrong.  

 

He is everywhere! 
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Do you see the air you breathe? 

 

No 

When you blow air into a balloon, it takes a form.  

Lord Ganesha also has a very pretty form.  

He has an elephant face 

with a broken tooth and a 

big belly.  

He loves to eat Ladoos and 

rides on a mouse. 
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Why does he have an elephant 

face and a broken tooth? 

How can he ride on a mouse? 

Nani will tell you all 

about it. 
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Oh Lord Ganesha!   

Please let nothing go wrong 

this time and may our cookies 

come out ok. 

twaStuu (tathaastu) So Be It! 
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Mom – You want some 

cookies, they are yummy! 

We are now going to call him 

The So be it Lord Ganesha 
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Prayers to 

Lord Ganesha 
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Raj – want to play ball? 

yes 

Have you heard about  

Lord Ganesha? 

Yes -- We have a big statue of 

him in our house.  
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My nani taught me a prayer to 

Lord Ganesha. You want to learn 

it? 

 

Let us all close our eyes and fold our both hands 

and say 

*Om Ganeshaaya Namah  
 

It means Salutations to Lord Ganesha 
 

yes 

My mom will be very happy 

that I learnt this prayer. 

*` Ga[ezay nm> 
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*` gjannay nm>, ` @kdNtay nm>, ` lMbaedray nm> 

 

  Namaste nani – What are you 

doing? 

Namaste Shali, namaste Anji. I 

have baked cookies for you.  

 

 

 Shali - Nani we were praying to Lord Ganesha. 

Nani - Very good, do you know that Lord 

Ganesha has more than 100 names? You can 

pray to him by using any of those names. 

Gajaanana – One who has face of an elephant 

Ekadanta – One who has one tooth 

Lambodara – One who has big belly  
 

Om gajaananaaya namah, Om ekadantaaya 

namah, Om lambodaraaya namah 
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Let us draw Lord Ganesha! 

 

 

Shali –Nani could you teach us how to draw Lord 

Ganesha.  

Nani –Yes, It is very easy to draw Lord Ganesha. 
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Birth of 

Lord Ganesha 



16 
 

Today I am going to tell you the story of Ganesha’s 

birth and how he got an elephant face. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord Ganesha is the son Lord Shiva and Goddess 

Parvati and is known as the god of new beginnings. 

One day Goddess Parvati wanted to take a bath and 

not be disturbed. She made a handsome young boy 

with a big belly out of clay and gave him life with 

her power. She called him Ganesha, her son. 

She said to Ganesha, “Please stand as a guard for 

me and let no one enter the house.” She also gave 

him her powers.  
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After some time, Lord Shiva came home. Ganesha 

stopped him entering the house. 

Lord Shiva ordered his army to destroy Ganesha 

but they were unable to defeat him. Then Lord 

Shiva got very angry and cut of Genesha’s head 

with his trident. 

When Goddess Parvati stepped out and saw his son 

lying dead and headless, she became very angry 

and threatened to destroy the entire universe unless 

Lord Shiva brings back her son to life again.  

Lord Shiva ordered his Ganas (people) to bring the 

head of the first creature they came across. They 

soon returned with a head of an elephant. Lord 

Shiva placed the head on the body. Lord Shiva 

made Ganesha live again.  

 

Since Ganesha defeated Shiva’s 

ganas, he is also called Ganapati, 

meaning Lord of the ganas. 
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Lord Ganesha is known to be the destroyer of 

obstacles, so we pray to him at the onset of any new 

work.  

  

Nani please tell us another 

story of Lord Ganesha.  

You must be wondering how can a 

stout Lord Ganesha ride a tiny 

mouse. You will be surprised to 

know that the mouse was actually a 

demi-God in its previous birth who 

was cursed by a sage. 
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Lord Ganesha’s 

vechicle, the mouse 
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Once upon a time, there was a celestial musician 

God by the name Krauncha. One day, in the court 

of Lord Indra, Krauncha accidentally stepped on 

the foot of Sage Vamdeva, and the sage in a fit of 

rage cursed Krauncha to become a mouse. 

However, Krauncha ended up becoming a 

mountain size mouse and started to cause huge 

destruction. 

Then Lord Ganesha in order to teach the mouse a 

lesson, unleashed his noose on Krauncha, and thus 

ended up looping around the mouse and bringing 

him to Ganesha’s feet. 

The mouse requested Lord Ganesha to forgive him 

and bless him to be his mount. 

Thus, Ganesh made Krauncha tiny and used him as 

his vehicle. 

 

Lord Ganesha is also called the 

god of knowledge and wisdom and 

there is a wonderful story about it.  
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Lord Ganesha’s 

Wisdom 

Vechicle mouse 
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One day Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati received 

a special fruit from the Gods. Ganesha and his 

younger brother Karthikeya were not ready to 

share the fruit.  

Lord Shiva and Parvati said to them that the first 

one, who goes around the world three times, would 

get this fruit of immortality and supreme 

knowledge. 

Karthikeya climbed on his peacock at once and set 

off, to win the fruit. 

Ganesha was worried about winning the race as he 

had a stout appearance and his vehicle was just a 

mouse. Based on his wisdom, he decided to go 

around his parents three times, as he felt that his 

parents were his world. Ganesha won the race and 

the fruit.  

 
 
As Lord Ganesha, we also love our 

mama & papa very much. They are 

the best! 
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Kubera’s Pride 

Humbled 
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Kubera, God of Wealth, was quite proud of the fact 

that he was the richest God. One day, he went to 

Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati to invite them to 

dinner to his house to show off his wealth.  

Lord Shiva and Parvati could not attend the dinner 

and asked Kubera to take Ganesha instead. 

Ganesha began to eat all the food and soon there 

was no food left in Kubera’s house. He then began 

to eat all the vessels, dishes, furniture and asked for 

more food. He was still very hungry.  

Kubera got terrified and ran to Lord Shiva’s to seek 

his help. Lord Shiva handed a cup of roasted cereal 

to Ganesha. Lord Ganesha was not hungry 

anymore and became very happy. Kubera realized 

his mistake and sought forgiveness for his pride. 

 
 

We should not be proud of what we 

possess. Instead, we should use our 

possessions to do good to others.  
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Lord Ganesha  

and the Cat  
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One day child Ganesha was playing with a cat by 

pulling his tail and throwing him on the ground. 

The cat meowed in pain. Ganesha failed to notice 

it and played around until he was tired and then 

went back home. 

On reaching Mount Kailash, Ganesha was shocked 

to see his mother Goddess Parvati lying down with 

wounds all over her body, and crying in pain. 

Ganesha rushed to her and asked her who did this. 

To which Parvati replied that Ganesha himself had 

done this to her. The cat was actually a form of 

Parvati, and she wanted to play around with her 

son, but Ganesha treated her unfairly and ruthlessly 

and his actions on the cat have reflected on his own 

mother. 

Ganesha was utterly sorry for his behavior and 

took an oath to treat all animals in a gentle manner 

with care and affection. 

 

We should treat others, as we want 

to be treated by them. This include 

animals also. 
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Lord Ganesha  

cursed the Moon 

Cat  
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Once, Lord Ganesha ate too much and his stomach 

became quite big! Since he could barely walk, he 

stumbled and fell.  

 

The moon, who was watching Ganesha, found this 

very funny and laughed out loud. This 

angered Ganesha and he cursed the moon, making 

it invisible. The moon realized his mistake and 

begged Lord Ganesha for forgiveness.  

 

But Lord Ganesha couldn’t take back the curse. So, 

he said that the moon would grow bigger for the 

first 15 days of the month and then, become smaller 

over the next 15 days. And that's how we have the 

waxing and waning phases of the moon.    

 

It is never polite to make fun of 

someone. Instead, we should try 

and help or show empathy. 

 



29 
 

 

  

Lord Ganesha’s  

broken tooth 
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Sage Vyasa wanted to write down the book 

called Mahabharata. So he approached Lord 

Ganesha and asked him to write down what he 

dictated.  
 
Lord Ganesha agreed but he had a condition 

that Sage Vyasa would not stop dictating till 

it ended. The Sage in turn also gave a 

condition that Lord Ganesha will understand 

what he dictates before writing it down.  
 
Lord Ganesha agreed and started writing. 

Sage Vyasa would dictate a difficult verse 

each time he needed to catch his breath as 

Lord Ganesha would take time to understand 

it.  
 
In his hurry to complete the verse, Lord 

Ganesha broke the feather he was writing 

with. So he broke one of his tusk, dipped it in 

the ink, and continued writing till the book 

was finished. This is how Lord Ganesha got 

the name Ekadanta, one who has one tooth. 
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Lord Ganesha  

and the rice pudding 
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Once as a little boy, Ganesha went to a village with 

some rice and milk. He begged for someone to 

make him some rice pudding as he was very fond 

of sweets. 

A poor old lady agreed and invited him to her small 

hut. She put the milk and rice in a pot to cook and 

fell asleep while Ganesha went out to play.  

When she woke up, the rice pudding was ready and 

smelt delicious! She couldn’t wait and decided to 

eat some. But before doing so, she placed a bowl 

of rice pudding before an idol of Lord Ganesha. 

And, no matter how much she ate, the pot never got 

empty!  

When Ganesha returned, she told him she had 

already eaten some because she was hungry. He 

told her that he had also eaten the sweet dish, when 

she placed the bowl near his idol. He appreciated 

her honesty and blessed her with health and wealth. 

 

It is important to share no matter 

how little you have. And remember 

to always tell the truth.  
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Nani - we love all the stories of Lord Ganesha 

you told us. 

I am glad. Do you know that your mama and papa 

always take with them a very beautifully carved 

Lord Ganesha on a beetle nut when travelling. 

They call it their travelling Ganesha.  

I am going to teach you two more prayers to Lord 

Ganesha. I have recorded them for you to listen 

and practice. 
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Prayer #1: 

shuklaambaradaram viShuNum 

shashivarNam caturbhujam, 

prasannavadanam dhyaayet 

sarvavighnopashaantaye. 
 

Prayer #2: 

agajaanana padmaarkam 

gajaananam aharnisham, 

anekadantam bhaktaanaam 

ekadantam upasmahe. 

 
 

Click prayer link to 

listen the prayers 
 

zuKlaMbrxr< iv:[u< zizv[R< ctuÉuRjm! , àsÚvdn< Xyayet! svRiv¹aepzaNtye . 

May one meditate upon Lord Ganesha, who wears the white garment, who is all 

pervasive, who has a bright complexion (like a full moon), who has who has four 

hands (representing all power), who has an ever smiling face (or an elephant face), 

for the removal of all obstacles. 

AgJaann pÒakR< gjann< AhiRnRzm! , AnekdNt< ÉKtana< @kdNtm!  %paSmhe . 

We worship, day and night, (Lord Ganesha) who has the face of an elephant. Who has one tusk, 

who brings joy to Parvati.  And who is the bestower of many blessings to devotees. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQhXROyY7Mw

