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Introduction to Panini's Grammar  

 

  
It is almost impossible to learn a foreign language without the study of grammar. In 
learning Sanskrit, the study of grammar plays a very important part. Among various 
Sanskrit grammatical systems, Panini's is the most significant and the most 
authoritative. The original work of Panini's grammar is called Astadhyayi. Previously 
students of Sanskrit used to commit to memory the whole work containing some 4,000 
sutras. It was only then that they were able to form correct words. However, this 
system was somewhat difficult for students, and new arrangements of Panini's sutras 
were introduced to facilitate better orientation in his system of grammar. Bhattoji 
Dikshita's Vaiyakarana Siddhanta Kaumudi is the formost of them. In the following 
introdcution to the Sanskrit grammar, I will follow the format of Siddhanta Kaumudi. I 
will especially draw on a booklet titled Prarambhika Paniniyam by Pt. Vishvanath Sastri. 
I hope it will help the interested students to make the first step on the path toward the 
knowledge of traditional Sanskrit grammar. It is advised that those who want to take 
full advantage of this introduction be acqauinted with the basics of the Sanskrit 
language. 

 

               
                               

  

               
  

Definitions of Grammatical Terms 

  

          )  
  

                                                                         
                                                                            
      
  
The above mentioned fourteen sutras containing the Sanskrit alphabet are called 

              or            or           or                . It is believed that 

they come directly from Lord Siva. At the end of each sutra is a consonant with virama 
that does not belong to the alphabet. Its purpose is to designate a group of sounds in 
the most shortest and effective way by combining the first sound of the group with the 

consonant. In this way,    , for example, designates the vowels  ,  , and  ;   , the 
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diphtongs   and  . These consonants following the sounds of the alphabet are called 

it. Consonants of the alphabet appear together with a-kara for better pronunciation.  

  

                         ३ २)  
  

A nasal     is [called]     in            s. 

  
It is to be noted here that this nasality is not marked in writing.  

  

२            ३ ३) 
  

The final     ) [is called    ]. 

  

३                  ६०)  
  

Absence is called    . 

  

४             ३ ९) 
  

    pertains to    . 
  

On account of this sutra,     disappears in the process of formation of words. 

  

५                      ७ )  
  

The first [sound] together with the final     [designate everything that is 

between them]. 

  

Thus,     designates the vowels  ,  , and  ;   , the diphtongs   and  , etc. 

  

६                          २ २७) 
  

According to the time [needed for pronunciation] of  ,     is [called]     
(short),     (long), or     . 
  

  is a short vowel,   long, and   ३     . 
  



७              २ २९) 
  

[A vowel pronounced] in raised tone is [called]     . 
  

८                २ ३०) 
  

[A vowel pronounced] in unraised tone is [called]       . 
  

९                   २ ३ ) 
A conjuction [of both] is [called]      . 
  

 ०                             ८) 
  

[A sound] pronounced by the mouth and the nose is [called]          
(nasal). 

  

                           ९)  
  

[Sounds pronounced] with the same action of the mouth are [called]      
(homogenous).  
  

Thus  ,  ,        ,  ,  ,  ,  ) and   are homogenous because they are 

pronounced in the throat     )   ,  ,        ,  ,  , ,  ) and   are homogenous 

because they are pronounced in the palate      ), etc.  

  

 २                           ६९) 
  

    and       [designate], if they are not      (suffixes), [their] homogenous 

sounds.  

  

    stands for vowels and semivowels, i.e. for all sounds from   to the second    (   of 

   ).       means    s that contain an   as   ,   ,   ,   ,   , whereas    is     ,        , 
etc.  

  

 ३                        ४  ०९)  
  

The closest mutual union [of sounds] is [called]       . 



  
It is also called sandhi.  
  

 ४                        ७)  
  

[A group of]     (consonants) following one another is [called]      . 
  

 ५                     ४)  
  

[Anything] ending with      (case suffix) or     (personal suffix) is [called]    

(word).  

  

 ६                           ६५) 
  

[The sound] preceding the final     [i.e. an sound of the alphabet] is [called] 

    . 
  

                

      -       
  

Vowel Sandhi  

  

 ७           ६   ७७) 
  

    is substituted by    . 
  

In case of        or sandhi,     is substituted by    , whereas, according to the rules 

outlined in the previous prakarana,     stands for  ,  ,  ,   and     for   ,   ,   ,   .  
  

 ८                   ५०) 
  
The closest related [is substitued] in place of the other. 

  

Thus, on account of this sutra, if  ,  ,  ,   at the end of a word meets another vowel 

in the onset of the following word or if they meet within a word in the process of 

formation of correct words, they change into   ,   ,   ,    respectively.      changes 



into     , as in                          ;      changes into      as in              
       etc. 

  

 ९              ६   ७८) 
  

    is substituted by    ,    ,    ,    . 
     stands for diphtongs  ,  ,  ,  . Examples:               ;             
      ;                 ;                 , etc. 

  

२०                २) 
  

    and    are [called]    . 

  

On account of the sutra             which will be explained immediately after this 

sutra,     means the sound   only.    stands for diphtongs   and    
  

२                   ७०)  
  

[A vowel] with attached    [designates the vowel] of that quantity.  

  

Thus,     stands for   only, and not also for  , which is the same sound in quality but 

different in quantity. We have seen that long vowels are absent in the            s. 

There, a short vowel is considered to contain also the respective long vowel. Without 
this sutra, it would be impossible to distinguish between short and longs vowels if 
necessary.  

  

२२        ६   ८७) 
  

For   and   followed by a vowel,     is substituted.  

  

Examples:                   ,                        ,                   , etc. 

  

२३                ५ ) 
  

  and   preceded by     are substituted by   . 
  



As it has been already exlpained,     stands for  ,  , and  . Examples:             
          ,                     , etc. 

  

२४                  ) 
  

    and     are called     . 

  

    stands for  , and     for   and  . 

  

२५           ६   ८८) 
  

For   or   followed by a vowel,      is substituted.  

  

Examples:                           ,                    ,                
         .  
  

२६                 ६    ० )  
  

If     is followed by a homogenous vowel, [both are substituted by the 

respective] long vowel.  

  

    designates  ,  ,  ,  , and  . Examples:                       ,            
    ,                        ,                        .  
  

२७                ६    ०९) 
  

   [standing] at the end of a word and followed by     is substituted by    

itself. 

  

   designates   and  . Examples:                   ,                         .  
  

२८             ८   ८४) 
  

And also when calling from a distance [the vowel becomes     ]. 

  

Example:                      ३    
  



२९                       ६    २५) 
  

[Vowels that are]      and      [do not undergo any change] before    . 
  

Example:          ३                  are sounds that are not subject to the rules 

of sandhi. 

  

३०                             ) 
  

      (dual) [ending] in    ,    , and     is [called]     . 

  

Examples:          ,          ,            , etc. 

  

     -      
 

      -       
  

Consonant Sandhi  
  

३                 ८ ४ ४०)  
  

If         ) or         ) meets         ) or         ),    and    are substituted 

[for      and     ]. 

  

Examples:                       ,                           ,                    , 
                           ,                         ,                  
              
  

३२               ८ २ ३९) 
  

At the end [of a word],     is substituted by    . 
  

Examples:                    ,                   

  

[At the end of a word,]     can optionally be substituted by a nasal before a 

nasal . 

  



Examples:                            ,                   ,                 
         ,                     ,                      
  

३४        ८ ४ ५५)  
  

Also before          changes into    ]. 
  

Example:                          
  

३५             ८ ३ २३) 
  

[At the end of a word,] anusvara is substituted for   . 
  

Examples:                         ,                           ,                 
             
  

३६                 ८ ३ २४)  
  

Before     anusvara is substituted also for    [i.e. for    and also for   ] that 

does not stand at the end of a word        ). 
  

Examples:                    ,                      ,                       , 
     +                  
  

३७                        ८ ४ ५८) 
  

Before     [that does not stand at the end of a word], the corresponding 

nasal is substituted for anusvara.  

  

Examples:                 ,                   ,                   ,            
=        ,               ,                 ,                        
  

३८                           ८ ३ ३२) 
  



After  ,   , and        ) preceded by a short vowel     ) [if they are at the end 

of a   ], the same nasal is always        ) added to the beginning of the next 

vowel     ). 
  

     refers to     occuring at the onset of a   . Examples:                        , 
                      ,                           
  

३९       ६   ७३)  
  

[   is added to the preceding vowel] also before  .  

  

Example:                            in       changes into       on account of the 

sutra               which has been explained at the beginning of this section about 

consonant sandhi. Therefore, the correct final form is         . 
  

       -        
  

  
  

               
  

Visarga Sandhi  

  

४०            ८ २ ६६) 
  

[At the end of a word],   is substituted for    and for [   in]      . 
  

  is a kind of secondary    that undergoes other changes than the primary   . Examples: 

                    ,                        
  

४                       ८ ३  ५) 
  

Visarga is substituted [for  ] before     and in a pause.  

  

४२                ८ ३ ३४)  
  



Visarga is substituted by    [if it is followed by    ]. 

  

Example:                             According to the sutra                     
(sutra 41),   (that was actually    before sutra           was applied) was changed 

into visarga. The present sutra introduces another change. It must also be noted in this 

connection that    can undergo further changes, for example, as per the sutra           
    (sutra 31).  

  

४३                     ६     ३) 
  

[    is substituted] for   if     that is not      precedes and follows it.  

  

Example:                                   becomes       according to the sutra 

         , and according to the present sutra    in       changes into  ; so it will 

become        . The sutra       (sutra 21) teaches that          , and we get 

the form           . Then we have to apply the sutra               (sutra 27) 

according to which   is dropped. Hence the final correct form           . In the same 

way we get forms like         ,         ,            
  

४४        ६     ४)  
  

Also before    . 
  

    is substituted for   also before     if     that is not      precedes it. Examples: 

                        . Again, according to the present sutra    in       changes 

into  ; so it will become        . The sutra       (sutra 21) teaches that         
 , and we get the form          . In the same way we get forms like          , 
          ,           ,          ,              
  

४५                        ८ ३  ७)  
  

   is substituted [for  ] before     and after   ,    ,     and if preceded by   

or  . 

  



    ,      ,       are actually      s (particles) ending in   . Example:               
       ,                    However, this    is dropped as some like Sakalya teach, 

and we can get the form        . 

  

४६              ८ ३ २२) 
  

In the opinion of all, [   is dropped] before    . 
  

Examples:         ,          ,         ,           ,               ,          , 
          ,             ,              
  

४७        ८ ३  ४)  
  

  [is dropped] before   . 
  

४८                       ६ ३    ) 
  

If   and    are dropped, the preceding     becomes     . 
  

Examples:                         ,                        ,                       
     ,                   ,                            
  

४९                               ६    ३२)  
  

In     and    [the case ending]    is dropped before     if      is not [added 

to them], or if they are not in       . 
  

What is    will be explained in the next prakarana.        is a negation compound. 

Examples:                         ,                       And in the same way we 

get forms like         ,       ,        ,      However,     ,      ,     or 

         . 
  

                 
 


