Introduction to Panini's Grammar, Part 1

Introduction to Panini's Grammar

It is almost impossible to learn a foreign language without the study of grammar. In
learning Sanskrit, the study of grammar plays a very important part. Among various
Sanskrit grammatical systems, Panini's is the most significant and the most
authoritative. The original work of Panini's grammar is called Astadhyayi. Previously
students of Sanskrit used to commit to memory the whole work containing some 4,000
sutras. It was only then that they were able to form correct words. However, this
system was somewhat difficult for students, and new arrangements of Panini's sutras
were introduced to facilitate better orientation in his system of grammar. Bhattoji
Dikshita's Vaiyakarana Siddhanta Kaumudi is the formost of them. In the following
introdcution to the Sanskrit grammar, I will follow the format of Siddhanta Kaumudi. I
will especially draw on a booklet titled Prarambhika Paniniyam by Pt. Vishvanath Sastri.
I hope it will help the interested students to make the first step on the path toward the
knowledge of traditional Sanskrit grammar. It is advised that those who want to take
full advantage of this introduction be acgauinted with the basics of the Sanskrit
language.
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The above mentioned fourteen sutras containing the Sanskrit alphabet are called
TCATGRGATOT or IERAAFATT or FRAIGHATUT or AGARIOT AT, It is believed that

they come directly from Lord Siva. At the end of each sutra is a consonant with virama
that does not belong to the alphabet. Its purpose is to designate a group of sounds in
the most shortest and effective way by combining the first sound of the group with the

consonant. In this way, 3107, for example, designates the vowels 31, S, and 3; Tg, the
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diphtongs T and 311, These consonants following the sounds of the alphabet are called
it. Consonants of the alphabet appear together with a-kara for better pronunciation.

¢ IYCASSIAATHS 3 (2131R)

A nasal 31 is [called] d in TARRYA s.

It is to be noted here that this nasality is not marked in writing.

R BAecTH (21313)

The final (<) [is called $d].

3 37eeeT aT: (212]€0)

Absence is called &l9.

¥ &g AT (2131R)

&7 pertains to &d.

On account of this sutra, Sd disappears in the process of formation of words.
g 3TfeIecdT TET (21216%)

The first [sound] together with the final 3d [designate everything that is
between them].

Thus, 3107 designates the vowels 31, §, and 3; US, the diphtongs T and 3T, etc.

& Feplells] GEIAIETe: (2110)

According to the time [needed for pronunciation] of 3, 31T is [called] &
(short), & (long), or T

3 is a short vowel, 3 long, and 3 3 ToId.



b 3TATER: (2IRUR)
[A vowel pronounced] in raised tone is [called] 3¢.
¢ ARREer: (21R030)

[A vowel pronounced] in unraised tone is [called] 3f]cI.

R FHTER: TARA: (21213%)
A conjuction [of both] is [called] TaRd.

o HWAPadAlsTAATIH: (2121¢)
P} P}

[A sound] pronounced by the mouth and the nose is [called] aﬂﬂm
(nasal).

22 JedEgTdd FaUTH (2121R)

[Sounds pronounced] with the same action of the mouth are [called] davT
(homogenous).

Thus 31, 31, shadl (3, @, 9T, ¥, ) and § are homogenous because they are
pronounced in the throat (9&). 3§, §, =d3T (I, &, I,3T, 5) and T are homogenous
because they are pronounced in the palate (dTe]), etc.

2 HUTfCcHaUTET A9cad: (2121€8)

3707 and 3f¢d [designate], if they are not I (suffixes), [their] homogenous
sounds.

307 stands for vowels and semivowels, i.e. for all sounds from 31 to the second 0T (UT of
«07). 3f&d means gds that contain an 3 as $ 9,5 d 9, whereas % is I3, J I,
etc.

23 I HloaAhy: TiRAT (21¥120R)

The closest mutual union [of sounds] is [called] EfgdT.



It is also called sandhi.

2¥ gollssled]T: FANT: (21210)

[A group of] &< (consonants) following one another is [called] T3T.
ts giAsed deH (21212Y)

[Anything] ending with gT (case suffix) or fag (personal suffix) is [called] 9g
(word).

?6 3Tcilsecdle, Jd 3T (2121€9)

[The sound] preceding the final 3T<] [i.e. an sound of the alphabet] is [called]
3.

sfd HamTERoTH
YT 3-Hiet:
Vowel Sandhi
2l I JUTRT (&12 10L)
g% is substituted by JuT.

In case of &fgdT or sandhi, 3& is substituted by 9T, whereas, according to the rules
outlined in the previous prakarana, 3% stands for §, 3, %, & and Ivl for &, d, , .

8¢ TATASTAAH: (212 190)
The closest related [is substitued] in place of the other.

Thus, on account of this sutra, if 3, 3, &, & at the end of a word meets another vowel

in the onset of the following word or if they meet within a word in the process of
formation of correct words, they change into I, &, T, o respectively. $%R changes



into I, as in gﬁﬁ = U =JEYIRT: | 3hR changes into 9 as in qHY + IR =
AR etc.

2R TAISIATAT: (&1210¢)

U4 is substituted by 31, 319, 31, 319

U9 stands for diphtongs T, U, 31, 3il. Examples: R + T = gW; fason + U =
Osura; o + 3 = A 9l + 37 = gide:, etc.

R0 3CT AUT: (2I1RIR)

3d and U5 are [called] 0T,

On account of the sutra dREdcHTET which will be explained immediately after this
sutra, 37 means the sound 37 only. TF stands for diphtongs T and 31T

¢ dIEAChIATT (212 190)
[A vowel] with attached d [designates the vowel] of that quantity.

Thus, 31d stands for 37 only, and not also for 31T, which is the same sound in quality but

different in quantity. We have seen that long vowels are absent in the YcITeR¥A s.

There, a short vowel is considered to contain also the respective long vowel. Without
this sutra, it would be impossible to distinguish between short and longs vowels if
necessary.

R JMEOT: (£121¢0)

For 37 and 3T followed by a vowel, [T is substituted.

Examples: 39 + Sog: = 3Ueq:, INM + 3Gh# = I9NGHA, I + Seg: = Ioleg:, etc.
3 3TOT T (21219¢2)

# and 3 preceded by 31T are substituted by I.



As it has been already exlpained, 39T stands for 31, g, and 3. Examples: 0T + Hig:
= FWITE:, TSl + HW: = TAN:, etc.

R gfewre= (21¢21¢)

31 and ¥ are called Jfe.

31Td stands for 31T, and U for ¥ and 3it.
g gfef (a121¢¢)

For 37 or 3T followed by a vowel, 3f¢ is substituted.

Examples: 0T + Tehcd# = FHSUhead, @M + 3N&: = IEle:, &g + THIH =
SR

& 37eh: FAUf GIE: (&181%0%)

If 315 is followed by a homogenous vowel, [both are substituted by the
respective] long vowel.

3% designates 37, §, 3, ¥, and &. Examples: &cg + 31R: = Scamiy:, 47 + gar: =
A, sy + 3¢ = AUET:, g + HPR: = FIJPR:.

v TS: Yeledigid (€12120R)

U3 [standing] at the end of a word and followed by 31d is substituted by TS
itself.

U3 designates T and 31. Examples: 3@l + 31d = 3{3aisT, FSON + 3HEH = FSUNSEH.

¢ I T (¢I2¢y)

And also when calling from a distance [the vowel becomes “dd].

Example: 3RTTs HT: AUTGS ¢dgars |



R TefdyIrEn AR fAcTH (e1212R9)
[Vowels that are] Celd and 99& [do not undergo any change] before 314,

Example: 3TaTees U3 379 7RI | 99T&T are sounds that are not subject to the rules
of sandhi.

30 Sage feadel TaEra (212128)
fgaaet (dual) [ending] in &, 3d, and Tq is [called] YITel.
Examples: &=8T Td, fasor 54T, Sﬁ 3che, etc.
Scad-aley
Y gel-gienr:
Consonant Sandhi
3¢ Tl AT : (C181¥o)

If § (¥R) or (@a3t) meets U (AFR) or q ("), U and T are substituted
[for ¥R and dae1].

Examples: TAF + &d = AW, TAG + AAfa = 7@fAafa, a9 + R = afeaq,
ST, + ST = AMSTA>ST:, FUY + IUT: = FSUIUS:, FATA, + Tfeld: =
IATATA I |

33 ST STAsed (CIRU3R)
At the end [of a word], ST is substituted by 3.
Examples: atsp + $20: = dmafier:, A + ETHAH = A

[At the end of a word,] IY can optionally be substituted by a nasal before a
nasal .



Examples: Tdd + FR: = UAFRIN:, dlh + AY = qTHAY, T + FeAlgH =
HeHAIGIH, 3¢ + HAlH = 3cHAH, Kb + Hed: = Hded: |

3 IR T (C1¥199)

Also before @Y [T changes into TJ].
Example: 31&HAC + 9 = EATA: |

39 HISTEAR: (¢13133)

[At the end of a word,] anusvara is substituted for #H.

Examples: gﬁ?{ + do¢ = gR dec, JqHAA + TGTd = AMH TG, FEOTH_ + Jafa =
ST AT |

36 FHUMYUGldET Sl (¢131W)

Before STl anusvara is substituted also for = [i.e. for 7 and also for =T] that
does not stand at the end of a word (319¢I=d).

Examples: Iems] + & = J2nf@, ara + & = qrEify, A + 9 = AREAd
YOTH + EId = YUrEdd |

39 IHTEIRET IR RHGOT: (¢ 1819¢)

Before I [that does not stand at the end of a word], the corresponding
nasal is substituted for anusvara.

Examples: T + o
= HOS:, T + U:

AMect:, 3 + fhd: = 3zfhar:, 37 + AT = 3BT, F + o
I, & + : = ged:, I + oel: = qFHd: |

3¢ A g AU fAcaH (¢1313R)



After g, UT, and < (5H) preceded by a short vowel (g%9) [if they are at the end
of a Ug], the same nasal is always (f7cz#1) added to the beginning of the next
vowel (379).

SHC refers to SH occuring at the onset of a Uc. Examples: 9cds + 31TcAT = HcISSTcAT,
TTU'[ + é’%]’: = Qf])?TU‘U‘ﬁ'Q]’:, Yol + 311,%(1: = Heolyd: |

3R T T (&12103)
[d is added to the preceding vowel] also before .

Example: {19 + &1 = fg=arr | d in f@1ad changes into 99 on account of the
sutra ¥ar: T 4: which has been explained at the beginning of this section about
consonant sandhi. Therefore, the correct final form is fRIaTomT.

s ET*[-F%?T: |

37y faweTafar:
Visarga Sandhi

o FHSIW &: (CIRIEE)
[At the end of a word], ¥ is substituted for ¥ and for [Y in] ¥Y.

¥ is a kind of secondary T that undergoes other changes than the primary I. Examples:
FTAE + 3T = AR, agH + 3T = aTGRA |

¥¢ ERAATHAGNATSAT: (¢13129)

Visarga is substituted [for ¥] before WY and in a pause.

¥ foaerae @ (¢1313Y)



Visarga is substituted by 9 [if it is followed by @X].

Example: faso]: + 1cT = fasur&nar | According to the sutra TREEEAAAHSTA:

(sutra 41), ¥ (that was actually ¥ before sutra WGJ}!T %: was applied) was changed
into visarga. The present sutra introduces another change. It must also be noted in this
connection that & can undergo further changes, for example, as per the sutra Tar: AT

AT: (sutra 31).
¥3 37T IRTdTeeeld (€1218¢3)

[3d is substituted] for ¥ if 31 that is not Celd precedes and follows it.

Example: RIag + 3=d: = RarsTd: | Rad becomes RAIAX according to the sutra
WGJ}!T %:, and according to the present sutra Y in f2IaY changes into 3; so it will
become fIT + 3. The sutra 3TGUT: (sutra 21) teaches that 31 + 3 = 37, and we get
the form far 31=d:. Then we have to apply the sutra Ts: el=digia (sutra 27)
according to which 37 is dropped. Hence the final correct form frats=d: . In the same
way we get forms like [elsgH, JeIsEA, SEIsTH |

¥y g T (&1212¢9%)
Also before g2I.

3 is substituted for ¥ also before &I if 37c] that is not Teld precedes it. Examples:
fraq + g=a: = A&y g=I:. Again, according to the present sutra ¥ in 19X changes
into 3; so it will become f/@ + 3. The sutra 3TgoT: (sutra 21) teaches that 371 + 3 =
3i, and we get the form f2Iat @==<1:. In the same way we get forms like JTAT dgfd,
FO SR, FH IR, Ol g, ST S |

gy NHANIENIEET ATSTA (¢13120)

T is substituted [for ¥] before 312 and after 3, 3191, 316l and if preceded by 37
or 3.



I, 9N, 391 are actually fa9Tds (particles) ending in §. Example: ¢aR + 88 =
cardg, ¥R + 31 = AT | However, this T is dropped as some like Sakalya teach,
and we can get the form 2ar Sg.

e gfel Taume (¢I31RQ)

In the opinion of all, [T is dropped] before &dl.

Examples: 87 &at:, $7917 FAFEd, 36T Mg, AT AHfed, TfHdT Teed, HHT Holfed,
dTell T&Hed, 1T Alfed, AT gaed |

Yo T R (¢1312%)

¥ [is dropped] before T.

8¢ Golld qaeg Srafsor: (s1312¢¢)

If § and { are dropped, the preceding 3797 becomes &I,

Examples: §oR¥ + TH = el A, RY + & = g T, U8R + Told = AFY
o, X+ @ = &RE:, IR + &d = 91 dr 3 d |

¥Q TdCl: FelldlshRA>THAE Bfer (€12123)

In Tde and dc [the case ending] ¥ is dropped before &el if %X is not [added
to them], or if they are not in F>9ATY.

What is g will be explained in the next prakarana. sI>HTH is a negation compound.
Examples: TS + fasur: = wy fasuy, {9 8]: = & WFT: | And in the same way we
get forms like UY eeTd, ¥ daifd, ¥ Ireafd, @ I. However, TSI, 31ISI, Hl or
34T garfd.

gﬁmﬂﬁﬁltl



