
Segment 2.5 (Verbal Roots) 

Almost all words in          are formed from set of dhätus (धात ुः), verbal roots. (Other meanings of the 

word are “an elementary substance”, and “an ore of the metal”). From these basic units all words are 

derived by adding prefixes and suffixes. Both types of affixes are called प्रत्यायुः। 
 

The unit to which affixes are added is called a stem (अङ्ग); Thus a धात ुः is called a stem when some affix is 

added to it. A word , पद, is that unit to which a conjugational or a declensional affix has been added. Thus , 

if one adds the third person, present tense, singular, affix to a धात ुः , the धात ुः become an अङ्गुः, and the 

product formed by the addition of the affix is called a पदम।् 
 

Example1: When the present tense, third person singular conjugational affix तत is added to the धात :  
√पठ् ( to read), the word “पठतत” meaning “reads” is formed. 

पठ् + अ +  तत = पठतत ( Here “अ”  is the class affix) 

           verbal stem (अङ्गुः) + conjugational affix = क्रियापदम ्(word denoting action) 

 

Conjugational Affixes : There are 2200 verbal roots in         । Verb forms in ten tenses and four moods 

(present, past not pertaining to the day of action, general past, remote past, general future, future not 

pertaining to the day of action make the six tenses; imperative, potential, benedictive and conditional 

constitute the four moods) are derived from these roots by the addition of the appropriate tense or mood 

affixes. 

 

The roots are divided unequally in ten conjugations called गणुः। The roots in a particular गणुः takes an 

affix that is specific to that गणुः this affix is called the गणविकरणम ् (गण, class or group; विकरणम,् 

modifier). This गणविकरणम,् गणुः affix is added to the root before conjugational affixes are added. The set 

of nine affixes used in the Present tense (लँट् लकारुः; िततमानकालुः) in all ten conjugations is given below: 

 

Present tense (लँट् लकारुः; िततमानकालुः) Conjugational Affixes 

 एकिचनम(्Singular)  द्वििचनम ्(Dual) बह िचनम (Plural) 

उत्तमप रुषुः (First Person) मम िुः मुः 
मध्यमप रुषुः (Second Person) मि थुः थ 

प्रथमप रुषुः (Third Person) तत तुः अन्तत 

 

This year we will study roots from conjugations 1, 4, 6, and 10. 

Table 1 lists the conjugation affixes, the number of roots in each conjugation, and the names of the 

conjugations. Each conjugation is referred to by its number, and also by a name derived from the first root 

listed for that class in the         । The first root listed for conjugation 1 is the root √  , so the first 

conjugation is called      -    , meaning “the group with √   as the first member.”  

 



Table1:  Roots from conjugations 1, 4, 6, and 10 

 Conjugation Name # of 

roots 

Class 

Affix 
      
of short 
medial vowel 

      
of final 
vowel 

       
of final 
vowel 

       (1) 
 

         (  ) 
 

1,079 अ 

 

yes yes no 

         (4) 
 

          (    ) 
 

140 य 

 

no no no 

       (6) 
 

          (   ) 

 

157 अ 

 

no no no 

       (10)           (    ) 440 अय yes no yes 

 

Please see http://www.arshavidyacenter.org/OLD/Samskratam/segment2.4.pdf for detailed description of 

roots in the          (Ist conjugation). 

4.           Please refer to Page 13 and 14 of Antoine book 1 

     (to nourish) + य +    =    य   (The short medial vowel does not take      ) 

                                
                                  
  य                         

                             
 

           Regular Roots           Irregular Roots 

1.             य  । The servant nourishes the 

elephant. (√     – to nourish) 
2.               य   । We dance in front of 

the palace. (√     – to dance) 
3.           य      य    । The person sees 

the moon and is pleased. (√     – to be 
pleased) 

4.        अ य   ।=       य   । I throw 

fuel. (√अ   – to nourish) 
5.     :    य    ।=         य   । The boys 

faint. (√    – to faint) 

1.        य              । The man wearies 

and drink water. (√    – to be weary  
√    ) 

2.                य  । The king fogives the 

servants. (√    – to forgive  √    ) 
3.                   य   । The children play 

near the lake. (√     – to play  √    ) 
4.             य  । Grass pierces the hand. 

(√ य   – to pierce  √    ) 
5. I play & I am glad.        (   य   )    य    

 ।(√    – to be glad  √   ) 

http://www.arshavidyacenter.org/OLD/Samskratam/segment2.4.pdf


6.                  य  । Without wealth 

life perishes. (√    – to be pleased) 
6.         य   । The leaves fall. (√      – to 

fall  √   ) 

 

6.           Please refer to Page 19 and 20 of Antoine book 1 

    (to strike) + अ +    =       (The short medial vowel does not take      ) 

                                
                             
  य                    

                        
 

          Regular Roots           Irregular Roots 

1.                । (You strike the servant 

with hand. (√    – to strike) 
2. अ                  । The wind breaks the 

trees. (√     – to break) 
3.      य                  । The servants 

cut the tree for fuel. (√     – to cut) 
4.            । I write with the hand. (√     

– to write) (√     – to write) 
5.                     । The people plough 

near the house. (√     – to plough) 
6.           य        । They show the moon 

to the children. (√     – to show) 
7.     य             । You touch the water 

with your hands. (√      – to touch) 
8.     :            । Conduct create 

happiness. 

 (√     – to create) 

1.                 । The man asks the servant. 

(√    – to ask       ) 
2.             । You two anoint the body. 

(√      - to anoint        ) 
3.              । He finds jewels. (√      - to 

find       ) 
4.                      । We sprinkle the 

flowers with water.  (√     - to sprinkle   

     ) 
5. अ                  । The wind breaks the 

trees. (√     - to break        ) 

 

10.           Please refer to Page 27 and 28 of Antoine book 1 

     (to steal) + अय +    =       + अय +    =    य    (The short medial vowel takes      ) 



                                
          य       य       य    
  य     य      य      य  

       य      य      य    
In 10th                                         

   (to owe) + अय +    =    ऋ+ अय +     =        + अय +     ( the final vowel ऋ of    takes 
      (The        of ऋ  is     )) 

=    य   

          Regular Roots           Irregular Roots 

1.                           य   ।The man 
steals wealth from the relative’s house. 
(√     – to steal) 

2.                य    । In the country we 
worship the brave. (√     – to worship) 

3.           य    ।We count the pigeons. 
(√     – to count) 

4.     य           य   । I owe two flowers 
to the servant. (√    – to owe) 

5.     य          य   । I arrange the 
jewel of the king. (√     – to arrange) 

6.                य   । The sage does not 
oppress the servant. ( √     – to opress) 

7.   य   । He/she tells ( √      – to tell) 
8.                  य  । The poet declares 

the king to be brave. ( √        – to 
proclaim) 

9.               य   । The king punishes 
the servant. ( √     – to punish) 

10.             य   । I console the babies. 
( √          – to console.) 

1.               य   ।He/She covers 
the fruits with leaves. (√   – to 
cover      ) 

2.                य   । The boy 
washes the clothes. (√    – to wash 
      ) 

3.    य          य   । I eat food in two 
houses. (√    – to eat      ) 

 

 


